Successful emergent angioplasty of neurosarcoid vasculitis presenting with strokes.
Sarcoidosis is a systemic disease with neurologic involvement in approximately 5% of cases. Ischemic events related to neurosarcoid vasculitis are rare. We report the successful treatment of symptomatic neurosarcoid vasculitis with angioplasty. A 41-year-old African American with a diagnosis of neurosarcoid presented with aphasia and right-sided weakness. He was treated medically with antiplatelet agents, heparinization, and hypertensive therapy. Despite this treatment, he experienced clinical worsening and radiographic extension of his infarcts. He underwent successful angioplasty of a severe focal stenosis of the left middle cerebral artery. After the procedure, he experienced marked improvement in his symptoms and at follow-up continues to improve. We report the angiographic demonstration of neurosarcoidosis with large vessel changes and resultant strokes and its successful treatment with balloon angioplasty.